October 2012 Vol. 54, Issue 9

THE Keystone Flyer

Editor’s Model of the Month by Mike Hohn
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Laser cut kits for HO-scale wooden rolling stock must make the challenge of modeling Turn of the Century railroads

at least somewhat less daunting. For some strange reason they earned only a Third Place finish in the B'n’B voting.
John Polyak photo

Division
Meeting Schedule

October 21 - Mon Valley Railroad Historical Society

(formerly Mon Valley Railroad Club of WV), 128 Pleas- Bring’n’Brag

ant St., Morgantown, WV 26505

Layout open at 11:30 & after the meeting. Anything Goes

Meeting: 2:30 PM Railroad Stations

Program: Jim Schoonover, VP, West Virginia RR Mu- Trucks, Tractors & Trailers

seum will speak on progress at the museum. Factories and Industries
Gondolas

November 18 - New Eagle, PA VFD Social Hall, 156 Diesel Power

Chess St. New Eagle, PA 15067 Built Laser Kits

Layouts: Mid-Mon Valley Model RR Club, 158 Main Traction

St., New Eagle, PA 15067, open 1:30 PM; Fred Abrew’s Open Loads

On3 Waynesburg & Washington, hours TBD

Meeting: 2:30 PM

Program: Susan Werner, “Record Keeping for the Visit us on the World Wide Web at

Achievement Program Simplified” http://www.keystonedivision.org




Operations have been on my
mind the last couple of weeks.
First, our club has an op session
one Saturday. Then I visit Bob
Prehoda’s layout before our
Division’s monthly  business
meeting; I’ll always associate Bob
with operations. The following week I write a description of
the scheme I use for governing freight car movements to put
uponmy website.* ThenIreceive the latest NMRAmagazine
and find that the theme is operating your model railroad.

I suspect operations scare a lot of people off. It can
seem so serious. From time to time colleagues have
commented on my apparent calmness while under fire.
I have a confession to make: some layouts give me the
heebie jeebies just to think about. Consequently, as
the bard wrote: Discretion is the better part of valor.

Yet, the op session at our club ran smoothly and
consequently was very enjoyable. We really had too few
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From the Super's Desk

A Moving Experience: Operations

show up for a full-out op session: some members came early
and left before lunch, and others showed up well into the
morning and left later. Nevertheless, we did run several
timetable trains in addition to a couple or more turns. I
don’t know how long the session ran because I was one of
those who had to leave before it ended, having a painting
project going on at home. Within minutes of showing
up I was given a passenger train to run from one end of
the layout to the other, obeying the timetable as I went.
I like Class 1 trains: everybody has to get out of the way.

Then I ran a turn from our main yard to the little town
of Ella Mae (or is it Ellamae?). I asked for the switchlist. No
switchlist. Through trains had been set up in staging during
our regular Thursday evening meeting two days earlier,
but there was no time to write up switchlists. So, the drill
was to pick up pretty much all the cars at the half-dozen
industry tracks at Ellamae and replace them with the same
kind of cars. A boxcar for a boxcar, hopper for hopper, and
so forth. I finished the job reasonably efficiently, despite
the fact that in a moment of complete absent-mindedness I
ran right through Ellamae to Junior, and had to retrace my
route. Since I did not want to back the train that distance,
I switched motive power and caboose and got that job over
with. There were so few trains out on the mainline I don't
think anybody noticed what I'd done.

I asked for and received clearance to return to the yard,
stopped at the yard limits to find out from the yardmaster
where to park my train, brought it in on the arrival track,
uncoupled the locomotive (an RS-1), ran it to an appropriate
spot in the engine terminal, cleaned out my coffee mug, and
went home after a few good byes. I was in the perfect mood
to pick up a brush and get to work on that ceiling. Didn’t
fall off the ladder either.

The key to the success of that particular op session was
flexibility and experience. It does help to know a layout
and to run on it with some regularity. Having a number of
options for running the layout is important also. Running

SEE “Super,” next page ...

The Keystone Flyer is published ten times a year by Division Two
of the National Model Railroad Association, Mid-Central Region.

Subscription to the Flyer is included with your NMRA membership
if you reside within the geographical boundaries of Division Two. Ad-
ditional, or non-member, yearly subscriptions are available for $5.00.
Make checks payable to: Division Two, NMRA-MCR and send with
name, address, and phone number to Vagel Keller, Editor, P. O. Box
5130, Pittsburgh, PA 15206.

Pike ads are available to publicize your home or club model rail
empires for a $15.00 yearly fee. You may supply artwork or have it
produced by the editor for a nominal fee. Pike ads are also posted on the
Division’s website: http://www.keystonedivision.org
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Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Superintendant,
Michael Hohn, at 2:30 PM.

A round of thanks was given to our host, Bob Prehoda,
who organized the location, and offered his layout for tours
before and after the meeting.

Mike asked if there were any new members or guests in
attendance. None came forward.

The minutes of the August meeting were approved as
published.

Treasurer’s Report: Carl Volkwein’s written report for
August was read by Mike, and filed for audit.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Company Store: Dick Flock reported that the deadline
for 2013 calendar pre-orders has passed. Also gave a report
on the financials of some of our various special sales projects
over the years... and reminded all that any City Classics
item can be ordered (at discount) thru the Company Store.

Membership: Tom Gaus reported that we picked up
four new members this month.

Web: Tom reported the web activity.

Freemo: Bob Meier’s reported that we will NOT have
a layout at the November Greenberg Show. Due to high
demand at the pre-Christmas show, other groups were
allocated space before our paperwork was submitted.
Work sessions occur monthly at Don Reed’s shop in
Lawrenceville. Contact Bob or Don for more info.

Bring N Brag: Paul Gallick reported seven entries on
display, including several Division pump house kits, and
reminded us to vote after the meeting.

Video Library: Bud Brock reported that the library has
lots of how-to videos available.

The Keystone Division
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... “Super,” cont’d.

to timetable, or just running trains out of staging in order
but particularly to the clock. Using switchlists or just doing
common-sense car movements without having to write
down and follow reporting marks. There’s a place for all
options even for the old hand, I suspect.

*In case you’re curious:
myplace.frontier.com/~mehohn/Operations.htm

——=DENNIS LIPPERT

Programs: Keith DeVault reported that the upcoming
schedule is firming through the spring. Next meeting is Oct
21 in Morgantown, then Nov 18 in New Eagle.

Achievement Program: Dennis Vaccaro reported no
news... but pointed out that Division Two has three MMR’s
in our midst, and he’d love to see more!

Education: Jack Pscherer was not in attendance. No
report.

OLD BUSINESS — None Presented.
NEW BUSINESS — None Presented.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

John Polyak reported on a new book that’s coming out
about Pittsburgh streetcars. He’s seen the manuscript, and
it’s good. It will be available at the Trolley Museum gift
shop.

John also reported that he is continuing his offer to
PHOTOGRAPH any models that are brought for Bring N
Brag, and had a session after the business meeting.

Susan Werner reported on her discussion with Scott
at AB Charles, and the facts to support and/or rebut the
rumors that have been swirling.

Susan also reminded everyone that she is the custodian
of the Division 2 Email List. If you are interested in being
on the list (which is used for last-minute communications
about changes to information in the Keystone Flyer, as well
as Company Store product updates and other news related
to the Division only)... OR if your email address has
changed and you no longer get the mailings... contact her
at swerner48(@yahoo.com

Bob Hickman reported that the Fayette Central railroad
(site of a couple of previous Div 2 meetings) has suspended
their fan-trip operations.

With no other business to transact, the @‘

. i

meeting was adjourned at 3:09 PM. % oot .
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Bring’n’Brag

September’s Bring ‘n’ Brag contest was held at The
Norwin Public Library in Irwin, PA. The contest model
theme this month was Built Laser Kits, and eight entries
were submitted.

First place was won by Marge Meehan whose models
received 14 of the 34 votes cast. She entered two N scale
dioramas both built using Laser kit structures. The first was
an Army barracks compound and the second was a pickle
brining works. Most of the structures were made of laser
cut printed paperboard.

Voting for second place gave Dick Flock the win with
6 votes received. Dick entered a collection of six HO scale
laser kit buildings. One of his buildings was the Div. 2 MCR

Convention Laser Kit B&O pumphouse that was featured in

the September 2012 Keystone Flyer, while another one had
an interior kitbashed out of lego pieces.

Third place was won by Mike Hohn for his collection
of HO scale laser kit boxcars. Mike received 5 votes. Four
of his kits were built from modified B.T.S. kits while his
ventilated boxcar was an Alkem kit.

Robert Hickman entered two of the Monroe Models
B&O pumphouse kits built as a single long building.

Steve Ross entered his HO scale B&O pumphouse
painted in 1950°s era B&O colors of buff with black trim
and a grey slate roof. He added a styrene concrete base and
weathered it with Bragdon’s powders.

Dennis Lippert entered his HO scale B&O pumphouse
painted as a CSX MOW shed in overall light grey.

Models like the Army camp diorama by Marge
Meehan, above, and the warehouse by Dick
Flock, at right garnered first and second place,
respectively, in the B'n’B contest for Septem-
ber. John Polyak photos.
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Jim Whipple entered an S scale laser kit rocking chair
and an S scale crossing assembly.

Patrick Altdorfer entered an HO scale Blair Line Pizza
Land laser kit.

For display only Bud Brock entered his ‘Work in
progress’ O scale version of the B&O pumphouse kit.

Thanks to everyone who brought in models and voted.
The next contest will be at the October meeting, and the
modeling category is “Traction.”

Bring’n’Brag Standings:

Name Points Name Points
Steve Ross 27 Hans Werner 5
Marge Meehan 27 Patrick Altdorfer 4
John Ainsworth 16 Michael Hohn 4
Bill DeFoe 12 Paul Boget 2
Joe Lofland 12 Jim Dodds 2
Dick Flock 11 Paul Gallick 2
Andy Lorince 7 Charlie Hallman 2
Robert Hickman 8 Howard Heltman 2
Dennis Williams 9 Larry Kline 2
Gary Carmichael 6 Dennis Lippert 2
Joel Everly 6 Dennis Vaccaro 2
Jim Whipple 6 Robbie Whipple 2
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Susan Werner, CEO

292 Salem Church Rd.
Belle Vernon, PA 15012
swerner48@yahoo.com

Scotia Harbor ~
& Moose Point

Cumberiand and
Lake Erte Railroad
“The Laure!l Ridge Route”

D. E. Baker, V.P. of Operations
118 Laurlis Lane, Johnstown, PA 15904 dbakerrr@aol.com

Railway;,
The Downeast Route
HUNTINGDON f’ﬁi@‘
NORTHERN Ly
RAILWAY Locar. 2

“THE ALLEGHENY ROQUTE"
R.]. Prehoda, Operations Manager

Serving Scuthwestern Pennsylvania with connections to:
B&O, CP&W, Erie Lackawanna, N&W, NYC, P&EWV, PRR, WM

Turtle Creek Railroad

“The Hardshell Route”
Serving the Center of the Universe

Ken Hanawalt (724) 941-3186
Carl Volkwein (724) 941-6954

Snappy Service email: turtlecreekrailroad@yahoo.com

FREEPORT AND CONEMAUGH
The Yellowjacket Line R

SALTSBURG AND SLICKVILLE ¥ 2

Serving PA Coal Country
Robert Livrone, Owner/Operator  Lower Burrell, PA

THE DUNADIN & DRAGON’S LA

RATLROAD

Loren J. McCullough - CEO
159 Donora Rd.

Monongahela, PA 15603 - 3725
loren.mccullough@comcast.net

- — WEST VIRGINIA CENTRAL &
=HVCEP= 1" "pITTSBURG RAILWAY

Mon Valley Railroad

— of West Virgia

E. ROY WARD .
719 ROLLING HILLS RD. O/ 128 Pleasant St
RUFFSDALE, PA 15679  OCALNe-1 Downtown Morgantown, WV

(724) 696-3028 Call (304) 284-9567 for more details

HO/HON3 Blacklog & Shade Gap Eastern
Railroad Richard H. Flock, CEO
Vagel Keller, Gen’l. Manager 337 Elm Drive

vckeller@comcast.net

Follow our construction progress online at:
http://www.railroad-line.com/forum/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=22893

Greensburg, PA 15601
724-850-8882

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
. MIDDLE DIVISION R
Tbe Standard d? aifeoad of the World!
Neal A. Schorr  NMRA #69443

Owner & Chief Engineer
Wexford, PA

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
NORTH JERSEY BRANCH

John W. Wesner
Owner & Chief Engineer
3844 Henley Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15235
412-731-7393 wesnerj@asme.org

ENOXVILLE INNERCONECTING RATLROAD

Office: 236 Alice St.
Pittsburgh, PA
15210

Mel Dithrich
Pres. & Gen. Mgr.

H.O. NMRA 8C48

DB + UP PENN WEST
Ui STREETCAR LINE
HO Scale Under Construction
Robert F. Hickman Owner
Pittsburgh, PA &

EMAIL: wvuho@aol.com Chief Engineer

F
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04",\!‘"
Gary P. Nastase-President & CEO o,/ 70 »
Kathleen A. Nastase-Train Wifey af , 9
207 State Street 2 ‘;
Woodbury, PA 16695 g9 9 !!!.b' .LBE rail
gpnastase@aol.com 2

YOUR PIKE AD COULD BE IN THIS SPACE
FOR ONLY $15.00/ YR
NEED HELP WITH ARTWORK?
WE’LL DO IT FOR YOU FOR A NOMINAL FEE.
HELP DEFRAY THE COST OF PUBLISHING
THE FLYER - CONTACT THE EDITOR TODAY!




PUBLIC TIMETABLE ——  Events of Interest

Gibsonia - Western PA Model RR Museum Holiday = McKeesport - McKeesport Model Railroad Club Holi-
Train Show, 5507 Lakeside Dr, Gibsonia, PA 15044, day Open House, 2209 Walnut St., McKeesport, PA
Phone: (724) 444-6944; Website: http://www.wpmrm.  15132; Phone: (412) 672-4490. Dates & Times:

org. Dates & Times:

Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun

Nov 10
Nov 11
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 25
Nov 30
Dec 1
Dec 2
Dec 7
Dec 8
Dec 9
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 23
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 31
Jan 4
Jan 5
Jan 6
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 13

Il am.-5p.m.
Il am.-5pm.

6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
11 am. - 5 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.

11 am. - 9 p.m.

11 am. -5 p.m.
Il am. -5 p.m.

6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.

6 pm. -9 p.m.

11 am.-5p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.

6 pm. - 9 p.m.

11 am. -5 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.

6 p.m. -9 p.m.

Il am.-5pm.
11 am. -5 p.m.

11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
11 am. - 5 p.m.
11am. -9 p.m.
11 am. - 5 p.m.
11 am. - S p.m.
11 am. - 5 p.m.

6 p.m. -9 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.

6 p.m. -9 p.m.
11 am. -5 p.m.
Il am. -5 p.m.

Friday Saturday
11/30 7-11PM 12/1 noon -7 PM
12/7 7-11PM 12/8 noon -7 PM
12/14 7-11 PM 12/15 noon - 7 PM
12/21 6-11 PM 12/22 noon - 9 PM

Sunday 12/23, noon - 6 PM

Admission: 18 & over, $3; 5-17, $2; under 5 Free.

Submissions welcome! Contact the Editor with announce-
ments, including dates, times, location name and address,
and sponsor’s name and contact information.

2Ot
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Above, one of many scenes depicting West Virginia’s RR history that may
be viewed at the October meeting in Morgantown. Below, Fred Abrew’s On3
Waynesburg & Washington, at left, and the Mid-Mon Valley Model RR Club’s
HO layout, may be visited by those attending the November meeting.
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North to MON VALLEY RAILROAD MAP TO TH E
Washington &

Pittsburgh HISTORICAL SOCIETY OCTOBER 21, 2012

128 Pleasant St.

Morgantown, WV M EETING

79
. DOWNTOWN
Exit 155 & East to MORGANTOWN, WV
W. Va. & Cumberland, MD ’
University &6\* Arrows denote One-Way traffic.

"P" is for parking; circle "P" are free lots.

Exit 152 NORTH
Downtown to Exit 155
Morgantown
us 19 ( )
to Fairmont -
Exit 1
: S. Morgantown
(I-68) SOUTH )
@ to Exit 152 \
US 119 A
\‘, to Grafton

MAP TO THE
NOVEMBER 18, 2012
MEETING

128 Pleasant St.

@ Mid-Mon Valley MRR
¢ 159 Main St.
—10Wn Rd. New Eagle, PA
2 724-379-8584
L)
%) 03 PA8S &
S Toll 43 North
2 to PA51
Cadl
2

PA837 North
B to PA 51
Southpointe ABREW
Blvd
83 Nancy Dr.
to I-79 McMurrary, PA 15317
Exit 48 (725) 941-4696

Approx. 5.5 miles to I-79 @
& 13 miles to New Eagle

N Lo Werner
Monongehela -w
Z 4th St. Exit

Toll
@\ PA 88 & \

Toll 43 South
to I-70
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Division Two, NMRA, MCR
266 Gateshead Drive
McMurray, PA 15317

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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NEXT MEETING:
October 21, 2012

Mon Valley RR Historical Society
Morgantown, WV

Non-Profit
Organization
U. S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA
PERMIT No.

2819

Western Pennsylvania Est. 1938

Model Railroad Museum

5507 Lakeside Drive, Gibsonia, Pa. 15044

Formerly the Pittsburgh Model Railroad Historical Socicty

(724) 444-6944

\¥

MID-MON VALLEY M
MODEL RAILROAD

s\

159 Main Street, New Eagle, PA
Meetings: Fridays 7:30 pm

Visttors Welcome
MEMBERSHIP OPEN

2209 Walnut Street
McKeesport, PA

Model Railroad, Museum, and Library

A modeler’s information resource!
OPEN Every Monday: 7:30 - 10 PM

PHONE (724) 266-4787

E-Mail: ohiovalleylines@yahoo.com

All aspects of "S™":
. Scale . Narrow Gauge

Monthly meetings
Two portable layouts

Membership open
Contact: Jon Knox 724-287-6829

BEAVER COUNTY
MODEL RAILROAD and HISTORICAL SOCIETY

o
416 6th St. i % Visitors Welcome
Monaca, PA 15061 ’ ;

Worknights: Tuesdays 7:30
www.bcmrr.railfan.net




