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Jan 19 Anything Goes 
Feb 16 Motive Power: Diesel / Electric / Traction 
Mar 16 Motive Power: Steam 
Apr 20 RR Company Structures (incl. Bridges/Trestles) 
May 3 *** Model Railroad Jamboree *** 
May 18 Freight Cars 
Jun 22 Non-Revenue Cars (incl. Cabooses) 
Aug 17 Vehicles 
Sep 21 Passenger Cars 
Oct 19 Non-Railroad Structures 
Nov 16 Prototype Photos 

Meeting  
 

March 16, 2025 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm 
Mon Valley Railroad Historical Society 
5000 Green Bag Road, Unit D-13 
(Mountaineer Mall & Professional Plaza) 
Morgantown, WV 26501 
Program: Richard Turton, Building a Diorama 
 
April 20, 2025 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm 
DARE Model Railroad Club 
800 Venetia Road 
Venetia, PA 15367 
Layout: Club opens for us before the meeting 
 
May 18, 2025 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm 
Ohio Valley Lines 
1225 Merchant Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
Layouts (N and HO): Club opens before the meeting 

Get the Color Version of the Keystone Flyer — as well as Online Extras — as soon as it comes out and other 
Division 2 news flashes and announcements via email. Contact Susan Werner: 

CompanyStore@keystonedivision.org 

Submission Deadline for next Flyer: 
March 23, 2025 

 
Visit us online at 

 

Kevin Squires earned second place in February’s 
Bring‘n’Brag contest with this N scale pocket  
diorama, which he built in a clamshell eyeglass 
case. You read that correctly, an eyeglass case!   
Kevin built this locomotive work on his Inglenook 
layout. See more details on this and the other 
entries on page 6. 

May 3rd is the Best Deal in Model Railroading! (page 4) 

Editor’s Model of 
the Month 

Photo by Dominic Martinelli 

mailto:swerner48@yahoo.com
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The Keystone Flyer is published ten times a year by Division Two 
of the National Model Railroad Association, Mid-Central Region. 
Subscription to the Flyer is included with your NMRA membership 
and sent via e-mail directly to each member who chooses to receive 
the newsletter in this format. Alternatively, you may also read the 
Flyer online, or download a copy onto your computer or mobile 
device by navigating to the link on the Division Two website 
[www.keystonedivision.org]. Members without internet access or 
an e-mail address may request a printed copy from the Division; 
please send your name, address, and phone number to: P a t r i ck  
Al t d or fe r , Editor, 6 3 3 3  M o r r o w f i e l d  Av e n u e , Pittsburgh, 
PA 15217. Pike ads are available to publicize your home or club 
model rail empires for a $15.00 yearly fee. You may supply artwork 
or have it produced by the editor for a nominal fee. Pike ads are also 
posted in full color on the Division website. 

Our annual Jamboree is just around the corner! 

This annual event was created for our members 

and is essentially a mini convention. The Jam-

boree Team, led by Grier Kuehn and Neal 

Shorr, are putting together a great selection of clinics and 

speakers. There will be popular vote Model Contests and a 

White Elephant room so members can buy and sell model 

railroading products. We also have door prizes and lots of 

raffle prizes! 

The Jamboree will take place on May 3, 2025, at CCAC 

Boyce Campus. I strongly encourage every member to partic-

ipate in this annual event. 

The Jamboree is more than just an event; it provides a won-

derful opportunity for members to come together, share their 

knowledge, and engage with other modelers. Whether you are 

a seasoned modeler or new to the community, there is some-

thing for everyone. 

The Jamboree is also an opportunity for non-members in our 

community to attend and learn more about the hobby and the 

NMRA. Feel free to bring friends who are not currently 

NMRA members. We’ll give them a free Rail Pass member-

ship to the NMRA. This is a 9-month membership that pro-

vides all the benefits of the NMRA, including 9 digital issues 

of the NMRA Magazine and access to the full range of 

NMRA services, including education and discounts from 

Model Railroad manufacturers. 

While not all members can attend meetings regularly, this is 

an opportunity to engage with other attendees. We will be 

making an extra effort to help you meet other members and 

make your time worthwhile. 

Your participation is crucial to the success of our Jamboree 

and the vibrancy of our community. Whether you attend eve-

ry meeting or join us occasionally, your contributions are 

valued and appreciated. Let's make this Jamboree a memora-

ble event for everyone! 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Executive Officers 

Superintendent Assistant Superintendent 

Dennis Coglianese George Pandelios 

(412) 418-9150 (717) 503-3192 
Super@keystonedivision.org AsstSuper@keystonedivision.org 

 

Chief Clerk Treasurer 

Keith DeVault Jeff Gregg 

(304) 276-2509 (724) 348-5855 
ChiefClerk@keystonedivision.org Treasurer@keystonedivision.org 

 

Line Officers & Committee Chairs 

Webmaster  Membership 

Tom Gaus Ken Hanawalt 

(412) 731-8846 (724) 941-3186 
Webmaster@keystonedivision.org Membership@keystonedivision.org 

 

Company Store  Keystone Flyer Editor 

Susan Werner Patrick Altdorfer 

(724) 379-8584 (412) 559-3079 
CompanyStore@keystonedivision.org Editor@keystonedivision.org 

 

Bring ’n’ Brag 

 Dominic Martinelli 
 BringNBrag@keystonedivision.org 

 

 Achievement Program 

Dennis Vaccaro, Chair Susan Werner, Asst. Chair 

(724) 929-2190 (724) 379-8584 
Achievement@keystonedivision.org 

 

Model Railroad Jamboree 

Grier Kuehn Neal Schorr 
 Jamboree1@keystonedivision.org Jamboree2@keystonedivision.org 

 

Modular Layouts 

FreeMo (HO scale) T-Trak (N scale) 
Patrick Altdorfer Richie Jodon 
FreeMo@keystonedivision.org TTrak1@keystonedivision.org 

 Jim Braum 
S-Mod (S scale) TTrak2@keystonedivision.org 
Jim Whipple  
SMod@keystonedivision.org 

UPCOMING BIG EVENTS IN OUR AREA 

20-22 Mar:  31st Annual Narrow Gauge Show, Salem, OH (p. 11) 

21-22 Mar:  RPM East Convention, Youngwood, PA (p. 10) 

3 May:          Pittsburgh Model RR Jamboree (p. 4) 

 

http://www.keystonedivision.org/
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Keith DeVault 

February 16, 2025 Business Meeting 

The February Division Meeting was called to order by by Super-

intendent Dennis Coglianese at 2:30 p.m. at the Weirton Area 

Museum and Cultural Center in Weirton, WV.  Our Assistant 

Superintendent George Pandelios spoke on behalf of the museum 

thanking all in attendance.  He is a Board member of this organi-

zation.  We had 34 members in attendance with no new members 

or guests for the meeting. 

The January minutes were approved as published in the Keystone 

Flyer with a motion by George Pandelios and 2nd by Mike De-

Sensi.  The minutes were approved. 

Committee Reports 

Keystone Flyer: In Editor’s absence, the report was given by Su-

perintendent that the deadline for submission to the Flyer is the 

following Sunday after the meeting.. 

Financial Report: Treasurer Jeff Gregg reported that we are in 

good standing and able to meet our financial obligations.. 

Programs: Asst. Superintendent George Pandelios reported that 

the March 16th meeting to be at the Mon Valley Railroad Histori-

cal Society at the Mountaineer Mall, 5000 Greenbag Road, Mor-

gantown, WV.  The program will be by Richard Turton, Presi-

dent of the Society, on “Building a Diorama, Why Bother?” The 

April meeting will be at the Dare Club in Venetia, PA, and the 

May 18th meeting will be at the Ohio Valley Lines in Ambridge, 

PA. 

Company Store: Susan Werner reports that she has one extra 

book by Dick Flock, some NYC Box Cars, trackside sheds and 

other miscellaneous items, so if you are interested, please stop at 

the store after the meeting. 

Membership: Ken Hanawalt was not present but he sent a report 

that we have 201 members with 2 new ones from Steubenville, 

Ohio on the roster, and he pointed out in his report to the Super-

intendent that anytime a new member or guest visits, please take 

time to talk to them and welcome them to the Division.  We are 

losing members and we need to improve our social skills in re-

taining members. 

Website: Tom Gaus was not present, no report. 

FreeMo: Patrick Altdorfer was not present, no report. 

Video Library: Bud Brock was not present, no report. 

Achievement Program: Dennis Vaccaro stated that he had a merit 

award to present, but the member was not present.  He also ex-

pects another MMR to be named by the time of the Jamboree.  

Bring ’n’ Brag: Dominic Martinelli stated he had 6 entries in the 

category of Motive Power without Steam, including 2 display 

only entries: an E-7 Locomotive of the NYC and an N Scale 

Freight House. In the voted contest, first place with his Conrail 

and Penn Central Locomotives went to Dennis Lippert; second 

place went to Kevin Squires for his N scale center cab switcher in 

an eyeglass case, and third place went to Rick Montgomery for 

his GE Dash-8 locomotive in Norfolk Southern dress. 

T-Trak Committee: Jimmy Braum and Richie Jodon were not 

present, so no report. The Superintendent made an announcement 

that Kevin Squire to take over T-Trak for the Division. The T-

Trak Display will be at the Monaca Train Show coming up in 

March. 

Jamboree: Grier Kuehn and Neal Schorr reported that all the clin-

ics have been filled.  Neil will be furnishing the names of the 

clinicians and the clinic titles to the website in the near future.  

The event will be held May 3rd at the CCAC North Campus in 

Monroeville.  It is our division’s premier event, a one-day venue 

filled with clinics, fellowship and good food.  Please register to 

attend this event.  If you would like your layout open for the Lay-

out Tour on Sunday after the Jamboree, please contact our Assis-

tant Superintendent George Pandelios and volunteer your layout 

to be seen by the attendees. 

Old Business - None. 

New Business - Moving April and June Meeting Dates: 

Superintendent Coglianese asked to move the April meeting from 

20 April (which is Easter this year) to the following Sunday, 27 

April. Motion was moved by George Pandelios and seconded by 

Dennis Vaccaro; motion carried. The second date to be changed 

is 15 June (which is Father’s Day) to Sunday, 22 June. Motion 

moved by George Pandelios and seconded by Susan Werner; 

motion carried. 

Concerns and Questions 

Member Dave Martinelli talked about attending small train 

shows instead of the large ones; he also talked about the FreeMo 

Modules that are being taken to the Timonium Show, and he is 

working on a new one with all the cork down and 50 per cent of 

the track laid. 

For the Good of the Division 

Steve Ross talked about the Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet to 

be held at the Westmoreland Community College in Youngwood, 

PA on 21-22 March.  Numerous clinics on both days along with 

vendors will have tables set up.  There will also be Operating 

Sessions on Thursday afternoon and Thursday Evening at various 

layouts in the area.  This is sponsored by our division and the 

event will draw over 200 people from many states, so plan on 

attending. 

… continued on next page 
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 Jamboree news 

Everything You Need to Know about the Jamboree 

It’s all on the Division website.  Go to www.keystonedivision.org 

• 4 popular vote Contest categories: Motive Power, Rolling Stock, Structures & Vehicles 

• White Elephant downloadable sales forms are on the site to prepare beforehand 

• 12 brand-new Clinics with names, titles & descriptions are up on the site 

• The Schedule of Events for the day is posted on the site 

• There will be displays, operating layouts and modules 

• The descriptions of the Lunch and after Dinner presentations are on the site  

• Door prize ticket included with your registration, 21 winners will be drawn 

• A streamlined raffle will be held with high value items 

• The winning 50/50 ticket will be drawn at 5PM 

• The two-day event concludes with the Sunday self-directed layout tours 

Your Pre-Jamboree Checklist 

Register on-line or by mail.  Go to www.keystonedivision.org for either 

• Invite friends and have them register soon 

• Prepare you entries for the four contests 

• Prepare your White Elephant Sale items  

• Bring CASH for everything.  No credit cards accepted & no ATM on campus 

• All details are continuously updated on the Division website 

Layouts wanted for the Jamboree Layout Tour! 

If you would like to open your layout for the day after the Jamboree (Sunday, May 4, 2025), please con-
tact George Pandelios at AsstSuper@keystonedivision.org or (717) 503-3192. Thank you! 

Minutes   continued from page 3 

Superintendent Coglianese announced the following events to 

the membership: 

• Buckeye Express: the Regional Convention to be held May 

15 to 18 near Columbus, Ohio at Dublin; and 

• the 31st Annual Narrow Gauge Show to be Held 20-22 

March in Salem, Ohio. 

 

What’s on your Workbench? 

• Neil Schorr took the floor and announced that his O Scale 
Layout after 27 years and 5 months to the day is com-
pletely finished.  He will have his layout open on Sunday 

June 22nd for our monthly division meeting, so plan on 
visiting his outstanding layout, which has been in numer-
ous calendars and articles in model railroad magazines. 

 
The next meeting will be March 16th at the Mon Valley Rail-

road Historical Society in Morgantown, WV. 

Motion by George Pandelios to adjourn the meeting, second by 

Susan Werner; the meeting was adjourned at 3:03 p.m. 

After the meeting, George Pandelios presented an outstanding 

program on vehicles of the 1950s. 

http://www.keystonedivision.org/
http://www.keystonedivision.org/
mailto:AsstSuper@keystonedivision.org


 

Keystone Flyer    March 2025 | Volume 67, Issue 03    Page 5 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Gary P. Nastase - President & CEO 
Kathleen A. Nastase - Train Wifey … R.I.P. 
207 State Street 
Woodbury, PA 16695 
gpnastase02j20@gmail.com 

The ASPEN SUB along the B&O 
from Morgantown to Keyser 

Keith and Janet DeVault 
546 Aspen Street, Morgantown, WV 

(304) 276-2509  devaultkj@comcast.net 

Slickway Railroad 

PRR Turtle Creek Branch serving the 

coal mines of Export, Slickville, and 

Saltsburg 

Dave Kitch, 724-433-4151, dmkitch@comcast.net 

mailto:devaultkj@comcast.net
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The February Bring ‘n’ Brag category was Motive Power: Diesel, Electric, Traction. We had six entries in all, plus two for display 
only. 

Denny Lippert won first place for his two HO scale GP30s (above), one a Walthers 
Proto 2K in Penn Central livery (bought for $40 at a train show ca. 1999) , but which 
he upgraded over the years with detail parts, paint, and weathering; and the other a 
ScaleTrains model in Conrail blue, purchased last year. He notes that the cost of the 
latter was about $225 (including the decoder he added), or about double what he spent 
on and put into the older model, which for its time was state of the art, to finish it to 
his taste and to suitably display next to the newer locomotive. 
 
Second Place went to Kevin Squires, for his N scale center cab diesel, modeled on 
the TCKR switcher engine prototype (center right and cover). He provided a proto-
type photo and list of upgrades that he made to this model, which he bought to solve 

his Ingle-
nook puzzle. 
There is more detail about his entry on page 9. 
 
The third place winner was Rick Montgomery, who en-
tered his HO scale model of a GE Dash-8 locomotive 
(center left), which bore the LMX livery before he added 
number boards, painted and decaled it as Norfolk Southern 
7003. He has also lightly weathered the model. 

Beyond these three, another 3 
members entered models in the 
contest, and there were two “For 
Display Only” models as well. 
 
Erik Fritzberg entered a pair of O 
scale Alco RSD-12s in PRR livery 
(bottom right). 

… continued on page 9 

 
 
 

Bring‘n’Brag Dominic Martinelli 

Name pts 

Dennis Lippert 4 

Neal Schorr 3 

Bill Auman 2 

Kevin Squires 2 

Rick Montgomery 1 

Steve Ross 1 

All photos by Dominic Martinelli 

The Bring’n’Brag contest 

this month is in the catego-

ry Motive Power: Steam. 

All entries must be present-

ed to the Bring’n’Brag 

chair no later than 2pm in 

order to be considered. 
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MEETING TIMETABLE 

 
 

March 16:  
Morgantown, WV 

Our March meeting also 

returns to familiar territory, 

to the Mon Valley Railroad 

Historical Society, located 

in the former Mountaineer 

Mall (5000 Green Bag 

Road, Morgantown, WV 

26501). After the meeting, 

Richard Turton, MMR will 

present a clinic entitled 

“Building a Diorama: Why 

Bother?” 

The maps provided are for general 

orientation; as always, please use a 

real map (or GPS) to plan your trip. 

MVRRHS 

5000 Green Bag Rd 

I-79 North 

(to Pgh) 

downtown 

Morgantown 

I-68 East (to 

Cumberland) 

 
 

April 27: D.A.R.E. Model RR Club, Venetia, PA 
Our April meeting site is once again the Venetia Heritage Center (800 Venetia Road, Venetia, PA 15367), home to the 

D.A.R.E. Model Railroad Club, which has hosted on several occasions in the past. The club will open before the meeting so we 

get a chance to see the many layouts in different scales. The post-meeting program is still TBD. NOTE: This is the 4th Sunday 

in the month; we voted at the February meeting to move this meeting date so as not to coincide with Easter Sunday.  

HANAWALT 

205 Grandview Dr 

Canonsburg, PA 15317 
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The Keystone Flyer 
Division Two, NMRA, MCR 
P.O. Box 223 
Gastonville, PA 15336 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
Mon Valley Railroad Historical Society, Morgantown, WV, March 16 

  

  

  

  

Pike Ad payments overdue ! 

If you have not yet ponied up your $15 for publishing your pike ad in 2025, both in these pages and on the Division 
Two website, please take a few minutes now to write a check, payable to “Division Two, NMRA, MCR” and send it to 
P.O. Box 223, Gastonville, PA 15336. Thank you for your support! 
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 Bring‘n’Brag (cont’d) 
Steve Ross entered his HO scale model of an SD40-2, NW 6185, 

which began life as an Athearn blue box model. He provided a proto-

type photo and a list of details (montage at left) that he added to the 

model (which is pictured on page 10 below the RPM announcement). 

Mike DeSensi entered an N scale GP30, Santa Fe  #1255 (below). 

Two entries were brought “for Display Only” (i.e. not to be voted 

upon in the contest). One of these entries was a brass E7 locomotive 

in O scale (below), from Erik Fritzberg. The interior even featured 

one of the 567A prime movers. 

The other “display only” model was submitted by an anony-

mous member (no name left): an N scale 3d-printed PRR 

Freight House (below), along with some documentation pre-

sumably of its siting (Steubenville) and age (built ca.1881). 

As noted on page 6 above, Kevin Squires also provided 

detailed information about how he modified his center cab 

diesel switcher to approximate the prototype photo (bottom 

right). How he came upon the idea of creating a diorama in 

an eyeglass case is a story he is reserving for another day, 

but it reminds the editor of a layout he once saw in a Berlin 

shop window: an HO scale layout, with running trains and 

two levels, built inside of a guitar case! 

Model photos by Dominic Martinelli; 

others provided by submitter. 
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 Extra Board - 2025 

Railroad Prototype Modelers – East 2025 

by Steve Ross 

The next RPM East convention will be held at the Westmoreland County Community College in 

Youngwood, PA on Friday, March 21 and Saturday, March 22. This event is sponsored by Divi-

sion 2 and alternates between western PA in odd years and eastern PA (Malvern) in even years. 

Other than 2021 it has been featured since the 1990s. 

The Railroad Prototype Modelers (RPM for short) meets are like a typical NMRA regional con-

vention, but with a couple of differences and some fewer activities, i.e. no non-rail clinics or proto-

type tours. Thursday evening, March 20, starts with optional operating sessions at nearby lay-

outs. Slots are limited, so preregistration is required. A number of clinics on modeling, railroad 

history, and prototype equipment are presented on Friday and Saturday. There is a large room to 

display prototype models (not a contest). In process models are often shown so construction fea-

tures can be seen and discussed. Everyone is encouraged to bring something to display. In 2023 

we had over 500 models. Additionally, there is a large room with high quality vendors such as 

CMP Shops and Funaro & Camerlengo. This room is shared with various railroad historical socie-

ties. So far, we have commitments from Friends of the EBT, NYC System Historical Society, the 

P&WV Technical & Historical Society, and the B&O Historical Society. 

Breaks are provided for lunch and dinner. There is a café in the WCCC building and numerous 

nearby restaurants in Youngwood, Greensburg, or New Stanton. Registration is a very reasona-

ble: $40 until February 28, $45 afterwards. Single day registration is available for $20. You can 

pay at the door, although preregistration is encouraged. See additional information, photos, and 

registration forms on our website – www.hansmanns.org/rpm_east/. 

We hope to see you there! 

Norfolk & Western Railway No. 6185 

started out as an Athearn blue box model 

of an SD40-2, and Steve Ross trans-

formed it into a super-detailed and lightly 

weathered SD40-2. This was Steve Ross’ 

entry in the February Bring’n’Brag con-

test; he will also have this locomotive on 

display at the RPM in Youngwood, PA on 

21-22 March. 

http://www.hansmanns.org/rpm_east/
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 Extra Board - 2025 
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 Extra Board - 2025 


